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Samarkand is a town indudwl within the frontim of tlu>
Soviet Union, actually oldur than Pan's or London, and an
important centre in a Mohammedan land. Above; is a wlrvH
scene in this picturesque corner of the world, and if yon were
strolling through the tmwy ba/aar you would hear around you
aim OH I all the tongues of Ayia,

famous for its churches
and fine buildings and
capital of Ukraine. A
great c o a 1 - fi e 1 cl
stretches along the
northern shore of the
Black So a, where
Kharkov, Rostov, Ta-
ganrog and other busy
towns make iron and
steel poods and have
many factories and
engineering works.
This coal-field is known
as the Donetz or Khar-
kov coal-field.

In Western Siberia
farms are wry different
from the old ones in
Ukraine ; they belong
to Russian peasants,
who have .settled in
Siberia much as people
from our land have
settled in Canada, But
where British colonists
had to cross thousands
of miles of ocean and
continent to reach their
new home in Canada,
these Russian settlers
only had the long rail
j,ourney from the Kuro-
pean parts of Russia,

river that flows right across Russia to
.the salt Caspian Sea, there is a republic
of Germans, the descendants of Gorman
colonists who cumc there many years
ago.

Ukraine.

The richest land of all the farm-
ing country of European Russia is
Ukraine, where wheat and maize,
tobacco and fruits, sugar beet and
other crops are raised. In Ukraine
are many large towns, the finest of
which is the ancient city of Kiev,

The Steppe Nomads,
As   you   go   south
from the grain-lands
and the dairy farms of Western Siberia
the land grows drier and drier, and
the grass-lands become the steppes on
which roaming tribes of herdsmen live
in their strange " yurts" or tents,
moving from place to place with the
seasons in search of pasture for Iheir
sheep, horses and camels. The Kirghiz
and the Kalmucks are the best known
of these nomads. They are very fine
horsemen, and live almost entirely on
what they get from their flocks and
herds. Their "yurts" are of felt
faced with leather and bound by long